
Subjunctive and Optative 
 

Morphology pp.155-57, 161-64. 
Subjunctive: long vowels,  -η, -ω 
Optative: adds -ι- to vowel; secondary endings, -μι in 1S; legacy endings in Aor. Act.: 
 

Sing. Pres. Subj. Act. Pres. Opt. Act. Aor. Act. Opt Aor. Mid. Opt. Aor. Pass. Opt 

1 λύω λύοιμι  λύσαιμι  λυσαίμην  λυθείην  

2 λύῃς  λύοις  λύσειας λύσαιο  λυθείης  

3 λύῃ  λύοι  λύσειε(ν) λύσαιτο  λυθείη  

Plural      
1 λύωμεν  λύοιμεν  λύσαιμεν λυσαίμεθα  λυθεῖμεν  

2 λύητε  λύοιτε  λύσαιτε  λύσαισθε  λυθεῖτε  

3 λύωσι(ν) λύοιεν  λύσειαν  λύσαιντο  λυθεῖεν  

 
 
Subjunctive in Dependent clauses: 

• ἵνα, ὡς, ὅπως    Purpose (that, in order that, or ‘to’) p.172 

• cl. of fearing  fears for the future p.197 

• conditions  Protasis of present general, future more vivid pp.172-73 
conditional relative whenever (ὅταν, ἐπειδάν), whoever (ὅστις ἂν) p.204 
Temporal ἕως, μέχρι until we may… – uncertain future p.204 

 
Optative in Dependent clauses: 

• Secondary sequence In place of indicative and subjunctive w/ past tense gov. vb. p.181 

• conditions  Past general, future less vivid p.181 


